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I you're geing 1o have goals, thay might as wall be big ones,
believes Cesar Mirsche Aleng with his business parmer Elena
Couttenye, Hirsch cofounded the brand new Equis Boutique,
which opernad for business in ecorly Jorwory at the 2015

Winter Equestrian Fastival in Wallinglon, Flerida,

Hirsch ond Coultenyes are both FEI stewards/judges with

§

lifetime’s experience in the borse ndustry. Natives o

Venszuela, they began thek careers In thelr home country,
but vorious horse purswits brought both to South Florida,
whare they now live with thei families. There aren't many FEI
stewards whoe dive heodfirst into the retail business, buat for
Hirsch and Couttenye offaring a very spacific group of brands
10 the discerming huntar/jumper sat is o thril, an exciting new
project that is already in mation. With a secand boutigue open
at the HITS Qeala winter cireuit, and plam for a very buay

2015, Equis Boutique is off to a running start.

Horse & Style: Where, when ond how did Equis Boutique stort?
Cuser Hirsch: The short stoy; Flena and 1 have Rioram cach other
since freshman year in law school. She became a lowyer, and 1 wene
on in business, T've been invalved with the sport o my bfe, my
grandfother rode, my father rode, and | rade. Later | starved judging
and stewurding. and Flena did also. I'm an FE] steward and the
presidenc of the appeals council of the Work! Cup Final in LasVegss,

Elersa is an FEI Delegote Judge, and was the secretary general for the
Venezuelan Equestan Rederation.

My family owned tack shops in Virginia in the B0s, We had five retail
shops and were also che Miller's distbutors in Venezuela, | had the
appartunity to be cistnbutor for Kentucky Horsewear boots when
they were new to the US,

Elera and | were sitting down aver sce cream one day and 1 said
Elersa, we have 2 good opportunity bere. We can do something with
this, sonething sirple. That "simple”™ anly lasted about two days.

Elena Couttenye: The idea was to have a very small booth at the
show for Kentucky boocs, But quickly, i bocame more brands, and
then @ whale vendar spoce 22 WEFE Then of we have one vendor
boutique, we thought we should have two, one at WEF and one ot
Ocala, Equis Boutique quickly became 2 whaole store, that carrics
the carefully sdected brands of Manfredi. Anna Scarpan, Kmgsland,
Parlent, of course Kentucky, and 2 deep selection of hard oo find bits
sourced from Eurape.

HA&S: Why did you choose to open a store that carries a limited
group of bronds?

CH: We're not loaking to be a whale tack shop seliing from halters,
> brushes, o jackets, We want (o be very specific, 1Us o different
ooecepd, and that's the concept we designad. Our focus Is hasically
on carmyng premium hrands and having the whole incup of that
brand available, and to have o direct connection to the manufacturer.
Manfredi, we have the whale Sineup, fram belts, to jackets to shirts.
With Anna Scarpati, we offer the whaole tine. Same with Kingsfand.

HA&S: How willl Equis Boulique be represented ot Ocola?

CH: We have a new cancept far the mobile store. At WEF, we have
o space on wendor row that we designed, but for the other shows we
have 2 very nlee concep callad SpaceMax. 108 ke a concaner, but it



